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A. Beethoven 2.0  

Drew Edward Davies, Associate Professor, Musicology, Bienen School of Music  

Tuesdays, 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.  

 

Despite the interruption of worldwide events celebrating the 250th anniversary of Beethoven’s 

birth in 1770, Ludwig van Beethoven’s music remains central and meaningful to global culture. 

This six-week course takes a thematic approach to the figure of Beethoven and his music, 

evaluating the significance of this great composer across time and in our time.  

 

Jun. 21 Beethoven in Culture  

How does Beethoven manifest himself today in global culture, and what principles does his 

music convey to people? Who was Beethoven the person compared with Beethoven the myth? 

How did the recent pandemic change our relationship to Beethoven? Why is Beethoven heard 

more in Chicago than in almost any other major city?  

 

Jun. 28 Beethoven in Vienna  

How did the city where Beethoven lived most of his life influence his music? An examination of 

his apartments and the palaces he frequented provides some insights into the chamber music 

he produced for Viennese amateurs. How was Beethoven’s experience of Vienna different from 

Schubert’s, and how was his music different from previous generations of Viennese composers, 

such as Haydn?  

 

Jul. 5 Beethoven and the Piano  

The technological evolution of the piano from the 18th to the 19th century led to the 

innovations found in Beethoven’s piano music. Examples of some of the composer’s most trivial 

Bagatelles as well as his Hammerklavier Sonata reveal the importance of these advancements.  

 

Jul. 12 Beethoven and the String Quartet  

How did the profundity of Beethoven’s late string quartets transform the genre and cast future 

composers into his shadow? We study Quartets Opp. 131 and 132 in detail, and then look at 

string quartets by future composers such as Dvorak and Shostakovich. 

 

Jul. 19 Beethoven and Religion  

He didn’t go to church, and he liked to read Confucius – but Beethoven also produced one of the 

most monumental works of Catholic sacred music, Missa Solemnis. This lecture explores 

expressions of religion in Beethoven’s work and guides the listener through this gigantic work 

which will be one of the highlights of next year’s CSO programming.  

 



Jul. 26 Beethoven and Transcendence  

Picking up on what we learned about Beethoven and religion, this class will study the Ninth 

Symphony from multiple angles, arguing for a deeply humanist approach to the work. We will 

tie back to the first week and the idea of Beethoven’s music as a worldwide symbol of peace.  

 

 

B. The Hebrew Prophets  

Kenneth Seeskin, Emeritus Professor of Philosophy; Emeritus Philip and Ethel Klutznick 

Professor of Jewish Civilization 

Tuesdays, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.  

 

This course will study the works of six famous prophets from antiquity: Amos, Hosea, First 

Isaiah, Second Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel. All were critical of the social practices and 

institutions of their day, calling out priests and kings alike. Not surprisingly, they were met with 

skepticism, ostracism, even physical abuse. We will look at their teachings in light of their times, 

their influence on Western thought and religion, and their enduring lessons for all of us.  

 

Jun. 21 The Prophetic Mindset  

What is the role of a prophet? How do we determine who is and who is not a prophet? Why 

were the prophets so critical of their contemporaries? How did the prophets conceive of 

morality?  

 

Jun. 28 The Prophet as Outsider  

How can a cattle breeder know more than the high priest? Why would God want a chosen 

servant to marry a prostitute? What can we learn from a prostitute? If God’s servants 

experience powerful emotions, does it follow that God experiences emotion too?  

Readings for Jun. 28: Amos 1-9, Hosea 1-14  

 

Jul. 5 The Prophet as Fortune Teller  

Is the human condition inherently tragic? Is there an end to history? How far should we go to 

work for peace? Is hope for the future a blessing or a curse?  

Readings for Jul. 5: Isaiah 1-12, Jeremiah 31:31-34  

 

Jul. 12 The Rise of Monotheism  

Is the Pentateuch really monotheistic? What does genuine monotheism require? When did 

monotheism arise in the ancient world? Does monotheism still present a challenge for us today? 

Readings for Jul. 12: Isaiah 40-45 

 

Jul. 19 Suffering for the Sake of God  

Why would an all-powerful God allow the Temple to be destroyed and a chosen servant to 

suffer? Is suffering redemptive? Does suffering establish legitimacy? Does God suffer?  

Readings for Jul. 19: Isaiah 53, Jeremiah 1-20  

 

July 26 The Reconstituted Self  

Can sin be inherited? What must we do to overcome sin? Is there something even better than a 

life without sin? Can future actions affect past ones?  

Readings for Jul. 26: Ezekiel 1-7, 11, 18 


